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PRINCIPALôS MESSAGE 

The Fairview and Area Learning Store has had a busy start to the year. Mr. Vasudevanõs addition has 
been a real bonus, as we have a number of students accessing advanced maths and sciences.  Cur-
rently we are looking at hiring a Home School 
Liaison Worker to better help students remove 
barriers to success.  
 
Regular attendance is an issue for some of our 
students, and I canõt stress enough how im-
portant being at school is. The greater the at-
tendance, the greater the success: it really is 
that simple. Iõd also encourage students to take 
seriously their time at school. Personal electron-
ic devices can become very distracting for stu-
dents, and they can really get in the way of 
school work. While all students need to think 
about this issue, those Grade 12 students with 
aspirations of graduating this year must espe-
cially think about whether or not their personal 
devices are standing in their way.  
 
For those Grade 12s hoping to graduate this year, I want 
to remind you that we are almost half way through Se-
mester One. Diploma exams are just around the corner 
and grad cut -off is not very far off. While all students 
should be working on their course material at home, this 
is especially true for Grade 12s.  
 

To all students I want to stress the importance of regular 

attendance and focus on your studies. We want to see 

you succeed, and we are willing to help in every way that 

we can, but we cannot make you succeed. You need to 

make the choice.  

u Superin-
tendentôs 
Message 

http://www.FairviewLearningStore.ca
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SUPERINTENDENTôS 
 MESSAGE 

PARENTS MATTER! 

 

Did you know that research shows that children experience higher levels of suc-

cess when their parents are involved in their school and education? Parental in-

volvement looks different for every family and is based on many factors.  

 

In elementary school it seems there is no shortage of ways parents can be involved. Volunteering in the classroom, 

reading to your child at home, attending school events, parent/teacher interviews, helping with field trips, being a 

member of School Council, school assemblies, and helping with homework are a few examples. As children move 

from elementary to junior high or middle school, the opportunities to be involved seem to diminish, life gets busier 

for families and the natural order of children becoming more independent with age plays a factor. 

 

In reality, the types of opportunities for involvement may change but the one thing that stays the same is the im-

portance of communication. Being connected with your childôs school experience is important and equally im-

portant is that your child see, feel and know through both action and conversation that you are keeping connected. 

Whether that means attending parent teacher conferences, emails with staff, attending a School Council meeting or 

becoming a member of School Council, reviewing school correspondence, attending events or following the school 

website and social media, being involved demonstrates to your child that you care. 

 

We believe that PARENTS MATTER and that is why Peace River School Division declared a week to celebrate 

the important work you do. Students told us during an online discussion that they appreciated the contributions of 

their parents/guardians whether providing a healthy breakfast, helping with homework and the overall love and 

support their parents/guardians provide. In response to their input PRSD has declared a week every year to cele-

brate PARENTS. Please join us this year from November 17-21 for PARENTS MATTER Week. All schools 

in the division will be hosting various events and activities that provide ways for students to show their apprecia-

tion to their parents for their involvement.   

 

Thank you for your important contributions ï our doors are always open. 

 

Paul Bennett, 

PRSD Superintendent of Schools  
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The digital resource library is stocked with e-books and audiobooks to 

support curriculum, instruction goals, best practices, and student 

achievement. 

If you have any suggestions for content please forward them to 

overdrive@prsd.ab.ca.  

http://prsd10.lib.overdrive.com 

If you are accessing the software on a PRSD computer it works best on a windows 7 

computer using the Google chrome browser. 

Access the digital resource library 

Your library card number  

the library cards number is your PRSD no.10 email address. 

if your email address does not allow login please contact the tech-

nology services helpdesk.  

The website ï http://prsd10.lib.overdrive.com 

the digital resource library can be access online at http://prsd10.lib.overdrive.com. 

the Google chrome browser should be used for the library. some features do not work in Internet Explorer. 

visit http://prsd10.lib.overdrive.com/en/help.htm for details on how to use the site.  

Accessing the library from a device  

various devices including ios devices, and android devices, have apps available for accessing the library. 

many of these devices allow you to read your book directly on the browser on the device. 

visit http://prsd10.lib.overdrive.com/en/help.htm for details on how to use difference devices. 

Digital software  

to use overdrive there are some common software packages you will need. 

adobe digital editions 

this software is installed on every computer in prsd and will be updated on a regular basis. 

if you need to install it on a personal computer please visit: http://www.adobe.com/ca/products/digital-editions.html 

itunes 

itunes is not preinstalled on all prsd computers. 

it can be installed if needed by contacting your school lan administrator or the technology services help desk. 

if you need to install it on your personal computer please visit http://www.apple.com/itunes/download/. 

overdrive media console 

this software is installed on every computer in prsd and will be updated on a regular basis. 

if you need to install it on a personal computer or mobile device please visit http://www.overdrive.com/software/omc/  

some library items require a security patch to be ran on a computer before it will allow download. this patch can be ran using school staff accounts on 
the computers. please see details here: http://help.overdrive.com/article/0027/how-to-run-the-windows-media-player-security-upgrade  

ENGLISH RESOURCES AVAILABLE 
IN eBOOKS:  
 
§ Animal Farm (DVD)  
§ Deathwatch  
§ Death of a Salesman  
§ Fahrenheit 451  
§ Lord of the Flies  (Audio Book)  
§ Of Mice and Men  
§ The Bean Trees  
 

PEACE RIVER SCHOOL DIVISION  

Digital Library  

mailto:OverDrive@prsd.ab.ca?subject=Overdrive%20Content
http://prsd10.lib.overdrive.com
http://prsd10.lib.overdrive.com
http://prsd10.lib.overdrive.com
http://prsd10.lib.overdrive.com/en/Help.htm
http://prsd10.lib.overdrive.com/en/Help.htm
http://www.adobe.com/ca/products/digital-editions.html
http://www.apple.com/itunes/download/
http://www.overdrive.com/software/omc/
http://help.overdrive.com/article/0027/How-to-run-the-Windows-Media-Player-Security-Upgrade
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. 
Restrict your public device 
interaction to the things you 

actually need to do 

The Etiquette of Personal Mobile Device 

Use in Public. 
By Layla McCay Excerpts from the article as submitted to The Huffington Post: 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/dr-layla-mccay/the-etiquette-of-personal_b_4619369.html 

Goals 

1. Discretion 
Your private use of your mobile de-
vices should minimize attracting any-
one else's attention. Assume that 
nobody around you wants to be ac-
tively aware that you are using your 
device, much less what you are do-
ing with it, and be discreet. 

2. Respect 
You should afford those around you 
respect whenever using your device: 
- Not distracting other people 
- Not disrupting other people 
- Not ignoring people who are trying to 
engage with you 

3. Safety 
You should never put your safety or anyone else's safety at risk by looking down at your device 
while crossing roads, driving, walking on uneven ground/near lampposts, walking in crowded plac-
es, pouring hot coffee, or suchlike activities that require a sensible amount of attention.  

Some ways we can start to achieve the goals of mobile device etiquette 

Volume:  When privately using any device in a public place, the default setting on said device 
should always be mute (unless you're using good headphones). Not just phones. Know where the 
mute button is on every device and use it.  

Brightness:  If using a device in a dark room, sit at the back and/or adjust the brightness of the 
screen so that it is not visible (and thus distracting) to those sitting behind you. If you can't avoid 
being distracting, think about not using your device at all, or leaving the room to use it.  

Position:  Position your device screen to minimize other people's sight of it. Not only can your 
screen activity engage other people's attention and distract them against their will from the action in 
the room (passive device pollution), it can also trigger in them an irresistible urge to check things on 
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all your time at a meeting looking down at your device. Do not abandon a speaker to an audience 
of downturned heads typing and chuckling about things that clearly have nothing to do with what 
is being said in the room. We all may glance down at our devices for activities like email and Twit-
ter, as required, and where appropriate. A modern day hazard. Understood. But we should also 
make eye contact. Smile. Nod. Try to look and be engaged. Otherwise, why are we really there at 
all? Why did the speaker bother to show up? Why should anyone bother to listen when you're the 
one talking? 

Restrict your public device interaction to the things you actually need to do:  It is almost a 
modern-day reflex to reach for a mobile device at every opportunity. It is also almost a modern-
day reflex to move from the one task you specifically picked up your device to do (e.g. checking 
email) to clicking on an array of apps and websites, glancing at the news, Facebook, Amazon, 
thus removing your attention unnecessarily from the happenings in the room. If you pull out your 
device to take a photograph or check a map, you don't automatically have to also check your 
bank balance and your LinkedIn messages and the weather. It's okay (indeed desirable) to do 
what you originally wanted to do, then put your device away and return your full attention to the 
room.  

Resist reaching for the device, where appropriate:  While the reflex to check our devices can 
be ever present, it's not always appropriate to do so. If a) you know there's no particular need to 
check your device right now, and b) you know it will negatively impact your own or someone 
else's experience, then think twice. Like at a wedding. Or a funeral. The theatre. (Or at dinner 
with friends. A day out with family. A walk in the countryside. Reading a book. Crossing a danger-
ous road...) For many of us it's quite rare to receive emails that genuinely need to be answered 
within five minutes. The positive effects of removing our attention from the room to check mes-
sages and type responses every five minutes might sometimes be outweighed by the impact of 
disrespecting people we are currently with in person, and breaking our engagement and concen-
tration (and that of those around us).  

It feels that we need to find the balance between using devices effectively and enthusiastically, 
and not being rude about it. Either that, or it might be time to officially redefine rudeness... 



 6 


